2023 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report

Source of Drinking Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels
over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come
from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be
naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or
farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources
such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water
runoff, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

Where Do We Get Our Drinking Water?

The Town of Ponder has six water wells, and provides ground water from

the Trinity Aquifer, located in Denton County. The TCEQ completed an
assessment of your source water and results indicate that some of your
sources are susceptible to certain contaminants. The sampling requirements
for your water system are based on this susceptibility and previous sample
data. Any detections of these contaminants may be found in this Consumer
Confident Report. For more information on source water assessments and
protection efforts at our system, contact Gary Morris (940) 479-7010 or email
abril.caranza@tceq.texas.gov.

PWS ID# TX 0610039

All Drinking Water May Contain Contaminants

When drinking water meets federal standards there may not be any health
benefits to purchasing bottled water or point of use devices. Drinking water,
including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amount of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink , EPA prescribes regulations
which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled
water which must provide the same protection for public health.

Secondary Constituents

Many constituents (Such as calcium, sodium, or iron) which are often found
in drinking water, can cause taste, color, and odor problems. The taste and
color constituents are called secondary constituents and are regulated by

the State of Texas, not the EPA. These constituents are not causes for health
concern. Therefore, secondaries are not required to be reported in this
document but they may greatly affect the appearance and taste of your water.

Additional Health Information for Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems;
especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water
is primarily from material and components associated with service lines and
home plumbing. This water supply is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds
to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.

If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and
steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline or at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

This report is a summary of the quality of the
water we provide our customers. The analysis
was made by using the data from the most
recent U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) required tests and is presented in the
attached pages. We hope this information
helps your become more knowledgeable about
what’s in your drinking water.

Public Participation Opportunities
Date: July 8, 2024
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Phone:  (940) 479-7010
Location: Town of Ponder

102 W. Bailey Street

Ponder, TX 76259
To learn about future public meetings
(concerning your drinking water), or to
request to schedule one, please call us.

Questions

If you have questions about this report or your
water service, please contact Gary Morris at
(940) 479-7010.

En Espanol

Este informe incluye informacion importante
sobre el egua potable. Si tiene preguntas o
comentarios sobre éste informe en espaiiol,
favor de llamar al tel. (940) 479-7010 - para
hablar con una persona bilingiie en espaniiol.

www.pondertx.com
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SETTLERS BEGAN TO ARRIVE IN WESTERN DENTON COUNTY IN THE
1850s IN SEARCH OF RICH AGRICULTURAL LAND. SILAS CHRISTAL
(1810-1883), HIS WIFE, MARY ELIZABETH (BURNETT) (1811-1883), AND
THEIR TWELVE CHILDREN ARRIVED IN 1855 FROM MISSOURI. CHRISTAL
BUILT AN OX-DRIVEN MILL TO GRIND CORN AND, IN 1880, BUILT A
SCHOOL ON HIS PROPERTY. THE TOWN OF GERALD WAS ESTABLISHED

AND SANTA FE RAILWAY

RT WORTH TO INDIAN TERRITORY

N PRESENT-DAY OKLAHOMA. ANOTHER TOWN IN TEXAS WAS

NAMED GERALD, SO THE TOWN WAS RENAMED PONDER IN HONOR

OF WILLIAM A, PONDER (1848-1911), A PROMINENT LANDOWNER.

THE DENTON CREEK SYSTEM PROVIDED SETTLERS WITH AMPLE

RESOURCES AND FERTILE LAND FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF
WHEAT, CORN, OATS, AND COTTON

IN THE LATE 1800s, CHURCHES FORMED TO SERVE THE GROWING
COMMUNITY AND INCLUDED A BAPTIST CHURCH, METHODIST
CHURCH, AND CHURCH OF CHRIST. CORNELIUS N. SKAGGS

PONDER, A STORE AND
POSTMASTER. THE TOWN

& PONDER TOWN ITALI

POST OFFICE, AND BECAME THE
QUICKLY GREW AROUND THE
STORES, A LUMBER YARD, COTTO!
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A BANK, AND A HOTEL
T LANDOWNERS, H.F
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

1930s AND 1940s. THESE LOCAL ACTIVITIES, BUSINESSES,
EDUCATION, AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS CONTINUE TO REPRESENT THE
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ORGANIZED IN 1939 BY CHE ANUARY, SIDNEY FORD, AND DR. ! w—
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TRADITIONS AND SPIRIT OF THIS SMALL, RURAL TOWN
INCORPORATED IN 1966. ;
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2023 Test Results PWS 103 TX 1009

We routinely monitor for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The test results table shows the results of You may be more vulnerable than the general population to certain microbial contaminants, such as Cryptosporidium, in drinking water. Infants, some

our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2023. elderly, or immunocompromised persons such as those undergoing chemotherapy for cancer; persons who have undergone organ transplants; those who are
undergoing treatment with steroids; and people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, can be particularly at risk from infections. You should

. . seek advice about drinking water from your physician or health care providers Additional guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Coliform Bacteria Cryptosporidium are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Maximum Contaminant Total Coliform Highest No. Fecal‘ Coliform or E.' Coli Tote‘xl No. of Posit.ive E. o (L Likely Source of Contam-
. . .. Maximum Contaminant | Coli or Fecal Coliform | Violation e
Level Goal Maximum Contaminant Level | of Positive ination
Level Samples L.
. Definitions
. Naturally present in the . . L . . A ,
0 1 positive monthly sample 0 0 No environment The charts on the following pages may contain terms and abbreviations with which you are not familiar. To help you better understand these terms we've
. provided the following definitions:
Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant which, if Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level
Copper exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system  of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or
Contaminant Date ction 90th # Sites o o . L must follow. expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use
(Units) Sampled LA EE Level (AL) Percentile Over AL RECHtCE LSS Siconanintios of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Copper 2023 13 13 0.086 0 No Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from wood preservatives; Lo = Magilationy el anes wiln gome L CLS R PR o iy o )
(ppm) . . . Corrosion of household plumbing systems. annual average of monthly samples. MFL - million fibers per liter (a measure of asbestos).
Level 1 Assessment — A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water mrem - millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body).
Disinfection By Products system t.0 identify pof[entlal problems anfi determine (if possible) why .
total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system. NA - not applicable.
Contaminant (Units) Cogecttlon Hllg)h:St thivel Rangesof Inld Hondtocl MCLG MCL | Violation Likely Source of Contamination
ate clecte amples Level 2 Assessment — A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study NTU - nephelometric turbidity units (a measure of turbidity).
Haloacetic Acids No goal for -y . . of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if
(HAAS5) (ppb)* 2023 ! 1111 the total 60 No By-product of drinking water disinfection. possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - a measure of radioactivity.
Total Trihalomethanes No goal for o N ‘ coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple
(TTHM) (ppb)** 2023 12 12.1-12.1 thg total 80 No By-product of drinking water disinfection. occasions. Parts per billion (ppb) — micrograms per liter or parts per billion
* The value in the Highest Level or Average Detected column is the highest average of all HAA5 sample results collected at a location over a year. Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The highest level of a Parts per million (ppm) - milligrams per liter or parts per million
**The value in the Highest Level or Average Detected column is the highest average of all TTHM sample results collected at a location over a year. contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to
the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. Parts per quadrillion (ppq) - picograms per liter
Inorganic Contaminates Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The level of a Parts per trillion (ppt) — nanograms per liter
. . Collection | Highest Level | Range of Individual L . L contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
Contaminant (Units) Date Detected Samples MCLG MCL | Violation Likely Source of Contamination expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. Treatment Techniques or TT - A required process intended to reduce the
. Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from ) ) .. . ervel o it il g veias
Barium (ppm) 6/30/2022 0.012 0.012-0.012 2 2 No . . . Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) — The highest level of
metal refineries; Erosion of natural deposits. o . Rt ) o -
. . . a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence
Chromium (ppb) 6/30/2022 3.9 3.9.3.9 100 100 No Discharge fi rom steel and pulp mills; Erosion of that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial
natural deposits. oA,
Cyanide (ppb) 2023 377 0-37.7 200 200 No Discharge from plastic and fertilizer factories.

Discharge from steel/metal factories.

Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive

Fluoride (ppm) 6/28/2021 0.241 0.142-0.241 4 4.0 No which promotes strong teeth; Discharge Disinfectant Residual
from fertilizer and aluminum factories.

. . Collection Range of Levels e ke
; il . i i Contaminant (Units) Average Level MRDL MRDG | Violation | Source of Drinking Water
gigzteefll?(easﬁjd “ 2023 0-.248 0.0369-0.248 10 10 No ﬁ’;’;{‘;ﬁ;];i;” ]e[-eglrl;fgnuj;’nzetziz rt,feﬁ;i?:‘ssepm Date Detected
& PP ’ 8¢ POstts. Free (ppm) 2023 1.05 0.43-2.2 4 4 No Water additive used to control microbes.

Radioactive Contaminates

Collection | Highest Level | Range of Individual
Date Detected Samples

Contaminant (Units) MCLG MCL | Violation Likely Source of Contamination VI O LAT I O N S

Combined Radium

226/228 (pCi/L) 6/28/2021 1.5 1.5-1.5 0 5 No Erosion of natural deposits.

The Public Notification Rule helps to ensure that consumers will always know if there is a problem with their drinking water. These notices immediately alert consumers if there

Synthetic Organic Contaminants Including Pesticides and Herbicides is a serious problem with their drinking water (e.g, a boil water emergency)
. . Collection | Highest Level | Range of Individual . X L. . . Violation Violation . . A
Contaminant (Units) Date Detected Samples MCLG MCL | Violation Likely Source of Contamination Violation Type T End Violation Explanation
Di (2-ethylhexyl) . . . Public Notice Rule linked We failed to adequately notify you, our drinking consumers, about a violation of the drinking water
adipate (ppb) 2023 0.6 0-0.6 400 400 No Discharge from chemical factories. to Violation 8/11/2023 | 9/15/2023 it




